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induce this old Hagen of a Government to take the
leap."

Only a man in such close accord with the conscienc~
of his country, only a man so certain of his ow
convictions as Stresemann, could, in that hour c
national exaltation, conjure up the ghost of a surrendt
which he knew was to the interest of his people an
could avert disaster. While Cuno and Rosenberg
rigid in the attitude they had assumed, passive]
allowed events to storm over their heads, Stresemai]
used all the limited opportunities at his disposal. 4
early as 22nd February, 1923, he gave a long intervic
to the correspondent of the Manchester Guardian^ \
which he astutely tried to transform the Ruhr affa
from a Franco-German dispute into a matter f<
negotiation with the Allies. He had found a formu
that might mitigate the unfortunate effect of tl
demand for a re-establishment of the status quo, whi<
had been aimed against France, by broadening tl
basis of negotiations. In this interview he also touch*
upon the quesdon of security; he would gladly ha^
made a more precise pronouncement on the point at
also added an offer in respect of Reparations, but He
von Rosenberg, to whom he submitted the intervie
before publication, shook his head with misgiving ov
what he considered to be such far-reaching declar
tions, and finally cut out the last and most importa
passage. However, even in that form, the intervie
was enough to attract attention to Stresemann abroa
In the middle of April the Manchester Guardian pu
lished an article in which it was stated that Stresemai
had entered upon the inheritance of governme
during the Cabinet's lifetime; that he shone with t